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A comparison of “Trifles” and “A Jury of Her Peers” by Susan Glaspell
	The short story “A Jury of Her Peers” and the play “Trifles” by Susan Glaspell both make use of language, symbolism, and meaning to show female experiences.  The characters in both texts play vital roles in facilitating the portrayal of these experiences. Glaspell first wrote the play, which got first performed in 1916 at the Wharf Theater. The story gets inspired by a murder she worked on as a reporter for the Des Moines Daily News. Below is a contrast of the two pieces of literature aimed at deciding whether the short story improves or does not improve the play.
	The events in the short story are more defined than in the play. The play begins at the Wright house with the investigation while the short story starts at the Hale house. This part gives us a clear picture of the two women’s, Mrs. Martha Hale, and Mrs. Peters, relationship. From the omnipresent narrator’s view, Mrs. Hale holds Mrs. Peters in low regard, suggesting she does not look like a Sherriff’s wife. She thinks of the woman as imposing from the way Mrs. Peters tries to make conversation while in the carriage heading to the murder scene. 
In the play, all of the above gets neglected, and in the process, the reader fails to comprehend the kind of relationship between the two women. Within the play, the women can get mistaken for friends from the way they band together in the Wright house to the extent of concealing crucial evidence in a murder case.
	The play makes it appear like Mrs. Hale made up her mind over helping Mrs. Wright after women got insulted by the men, yet the short story points out the possibility of this at an earlier time. Before even entering the Wright house, Mrs. Hale already had a soft spot for Mrs. Wright, whom she can only think of as Minnie Foster, a childhood acquaintance. As Mr. Hale recounts the events he found as he discovered the body of Mr. Wright, his wife is afraid he might say something to implicate Minnie Foster. This worry is not evident in the play but gets depicted in the short story. Mrs. Hale thinks, “Now, there he was! — saying things he didn’t 
Need to say.” 
	In the play, Mrs. Hale’s soft spot for Mrs. Wright is only first shown when the men left the ladies alone for the first time. She tries explaining to Mrs. Peters how Mrs. Wright was different while she was still Minnie Foster. This difference in clarification in the play makes one jump to the conclusion that Mrs. Hale only covered for Mrs. Wright as a result of the men insulting them, calling their affairs trifle. The short story clarifies this since Martha did what she did out of solidarity for the fellow woman she felt was justified in her actions. In her words, she wonders, “but she was swept into her thoughts, thinking of what it would mean, year after year, to have that stove to wrestle with.”
	The short story offers insight on some of the characters' motives, unlike the play. The narrator, Mrs. Wright, gives detailed accounts of her thoughts and the incentives for her actions. She explains why she wanted to continue the crotchet left behind by Mrs. Wright as she got arrested. She thinks, “He was too preoccupied to notice the change that came in her voice on that last.” Such a thought does not get encompassed in the play, making the comprehension of characters' reactions and motives impossible therefore tainting the message portrayed.
	Both the play and the short story use symbolism effectively. The bird’s cage in both pieces of literature is symbolic of Mrs. Wright’s life. As Mrs. Hale points out about Mr. Wright, “No, Wright wouldn't like the bird—a thing that sang. She used to sing. He killed that, too.
” (Glaspell, play p.8). This statement suggests, like the canary which sung, Mr. Wright had also killed Minnie Foster's passion for singing. Like the bird, Minnie foster seems caged in her married, which is sad from how her house and life get described. The house gets portrayed as unkempt and without the care of a woman. They both attribute this sadness with Mrs. Wright’s condition and the possibility of it being the reason she may have killed her husband. 
	In conclusion, the short story, as used by Glaspell, effectively tells the story and portrays the intended message correctly using enough imagery and effective methods. The short story gives a clear picture of the events, unlike the short story which at times fails to mention the character’s thoughts and emotions. The play is also precise and concise hence leaving crucial information out of the story. This information as proved above is critical while one is criticizing the story, and a lack of it leads to mixed comprehensions.
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